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HM Fire Service Inspectorate 

Report to: SCOTTISH FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE AUDIT AND RISK 
ASSURANCE COMMITTEE 

Report No: C/ARAC/14-16 

Date: 22 JUNE 2016 

Report By: HM FIRE SERVICE INSPECTORATE  

 

Subject: ROUTINE REPORT ON HMFSI BUSINESS 

 

1. PURPOSE 

1.1 To provide the Audit and Risk Assurance Committee with a general progress report 

on HMFSI inspection and reporting activity. 

 

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That the Committee notes the update from HMFSI. 

 

3. ACTIVITY AND PROGRESS 

3.1 HMFSI Personnel Changes 

3.1.1 As outlined at the last meeting Assistant Inspector Paul Considine vacated his 

position and returned to Australia in December 2015.  Once the new Chief Inspector 

took up post and reviewed the working of HMFSI, a recuitment process was started 

with interviews taking place on 1 June 2016.  The Chief Inspector hopes to be in a 

position to notify the Audit and Risk Committee of the successful candidate at the 

meeting, subject to appointment and acceptance of the position. 

 

3.2 National Framework 2016 and Future Inspection Work 

3.2.1 At the time of writing, the new national framework is coming to the end of its 

consultation period and once the consultation responses have been considered, a 

new framework will be presented to Ministers for approval.  
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3.2.2 It is the intention of HMFSI to keep its local area inspection program focused on and 

linked to the new national framework.  This will help in giving assurance to Ministers 

and the public that the direction set out in the framework is being delivered at the 

local level.  

3.2.3 The change in the national framework will result in a change in focus and format of 

the local area inspection work.  Due to the timing of the framework’s approval 

process and on-going inspection work, there will be a transition period across to the 

new reporting format therefore inspections that are currently in progress will follow 

the existing format, whilst new ones will move onto a new style.  The on-going local 

area inspection work can be found in section 3.3 below. 

3.2.4 HMFSI has considered the draft national framework and other risk factors and has 

drawn up, consulted upon and published its business plan for 2016/17. This business 

plan sets out local area inspections for Dundee (which spans the years 2015/16 and 

2016/17), South Ayrshire, Scottish Borders, Moray and Glasgow City.  

3.2.5 We also identify two Thematic Inspections for the coming year – ‘Legislative Fire 

Safety Enforcement’ and tentatively ‘Shared Use of Assets and Services’ (this 

inspection would be a joint inspection with other Inspectorates and is dependent 

upon resources and commitment from these bodies).  

3.2.6 In keeping with our value of transparency, other areas of interest were highlighted for 

the future and they include: Embedding Organisational Learning, Operational Risk 

Data, Environmental Protection and the RDS/Volunteer Service. 

 

3.3 Local Area Inspections: Work Update  

3.3.1 The report for West Lothian, following full consultation, has now been published and 

can be found on our website. 

3.3.2 The report for Dundee City has been completed, consulted upon and will be 

published on our website in the very near future. 

3.3.3 The field work in South Ayrshire is now complete and we have started to compile the 

report.  When this is completed we will consult with the Local Senior Officer prior to 

issue. 

3.3.4 Planning has started for the Scottish Borders with the bulk of field work planned for 

three weeks commencing 25 July 2016. 

 

3.4 Thematic Inspection work 

3.4.1 The first thematic inspection of the current year identified in the business plan is 

Legislative Fire Safety Enforcement.  We are currently consulting on the outline for 

this inspection work.  
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3.5 Annual Review 2015/16 

3.5.1 An Annual Review of HMFSI work for 2015/16 has been compiled and is currently out 

for consultation with SFRS and other interested parties.  It is our intention to lay this 

report before the Scottish Parliament in due course.  This annual review signposts 

the thematic work that went on last year, and draws together the main themes 

identified from local area inspection reports.   

 

 

Martyn Emberson QFSM 

HM Chief Inspector 

 

22 June 2016 


