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Item 12 

 

 

Report to: Performance Committee  

Report No. C/PC/15-15 

Date: 17th December 2015 

Report by: Director of Strategic Planning, Performance and 
Communications 

 

Subject: Production of National Fire Statistics Update 

1. PURPOSE 

1.1 The purpose of this report is to provide the Performance Committee with an update in 

relation to the production of national fire statistics.  

2. RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 Committee members are asked: 

a) To note that a reduced content of 2014-15 incident statistics,(Fire and Rescue 

Statistics, Scotland) was published on 15th December 2015 

b) To note the statistical rules for compliance around their publication 

c) Agree to receive further papers clarifying the timelines for producing the Scottish 

Fire and Rescue Service Fire Safety and Organisational Statistics and a 

suggested roadmap showing how the Service could become a UKSA accredited 

publisher of national statistics.   

3. BACKGROUND 

3.1 Fire Statistics Publications 

In discussions with Scottish Government the Service has agreed to take 

responsibility for the production of the two annual statistical reports on the Fire and 

Rescue Service in Scotland. This was previously the responsibility of Scottish 

Government. It has also agreed to work with Scottish Government to explore how this 

function would be delivered by the Service on an ongoing basis with a view to 

becoming a producer of official statistics, accredited by the UKSA.  
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The two annual statistical publications are: 

 Fire and Rescue Statistics, Scotland (formerly called Fire Statistics, Scotland) 

on incident data, providing the outcomes of fire and rescue activities (for 

example: number of fires, number of casualties). 

 Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Fire Safety and Organisational Statistics, 

(formerly Fire and Rescue Services Statistics, Scotland) on fire service 

activities (for example: workforce statistics, home fire safety visits) providing 

the inputs of the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service. 

 

To assist in the delivery of the statistical publication in 2014/15 and the subsequent 

scoping work, Scottish Government have agreed to fund a post in the form of a 

analytical secondee for a minimum period of 12 months. This secondment and its 

funding will be jointly reviewed in light of the stage at which the Service has been 

able to identify the necessary skills and capacity to accept full responsibility for this 

function.  

 

3.2 Code of Practice for Official Statistics  

The production of statistics falls within the remit of the Statistics and Registration 

Service Act 2007.  This requires statistics defined as ‘Official Statistics’ to comply 

with the UK Statistics Authority (UKSA) Code of Practice for Official Statistics.   

 

Both of the fire statistics publications produced by Scottish Government were 

‘Official Statistics’ publications.  The Fire and Rescue Statistics, Scotland had gained 

the higher accreditation from UKSA as ‘National Statistics’, while the Fire Safety and 

Organisational Statistics had the standard ‘Official Statistics’ accreditation.  

Following the transfer to SFRS, neither of the two publications will be ‘Official 

Statistics’ publications.   

 

The Service is not formally required to comply with the Code of Practice, but will 

continue to follow the guidelines, providing users with confidence in the collection, 

production and publication of the statistics.   

 

3.3 What Compliance means to SFRS 

The Code of Practice sets out principles and protocols that ensure that statistics are 

fair, independent and relevant.  It aims to ensure that the range of official statistics 

http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/18/contents
http://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2007/18/contents
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meets the needs of users, that the statistics are produced, managed and 

disseminated to high standards and that they are well explained. 

 

The Strategic Planning, Performance and Communications Directorate are currently 

exploring the processes required to comply with the full Code of Practice in order to 

scope out what is required of the Service to become a producer of Official Statistics.  

However some early considerations are shown here along with their potential 

impact on the publication process.   

 

What the Code says Comment 

Publish a timetable of statistical releases for 
twelve months ahead.   

In future years a timetable of SFRS 
statistical publications should be released 
as early as possible. 

Pre-release access - limit access before 
public release to those people essential for 
production and publication, and for quality 
assurance and operational purposes.  

The statistics remain restricted until they 
are published.  Pre-release access is 
granted to a small number of named 
individuals for the purpose of preparing 
briefing material and composing media 
statements for use by SFRS after 
publication of the figures.    

In Scotland the maximum pre-release 
period is set to 5 days. 

Specified individuals will be granted access 
for QA purposes.   

These restrictions mean that SLT, the fire 
board committees and groups will not 
receive the statistical bulletin ahead of 
publication.  However, these fire statistics 
have already been used in regular reporting 
and management information, so most of 
the information has already been released.  

There will be sufficient managerial 
separation between staff responsible for 
official statistics and other staff of the 
organisation, to ensure clear lines of 
accountability for observance of the Code. 

Statistical policies on quality, disclosure and 
revisions were released with the statistics 
on 15th December 2015.  These will be 
combined into a Framework of Assurance 
explaining how the Code is being met, 
which will become part of the development 
of the statistical function within SFRS.   

Investigate and document the needs of 
users of official statistics, the use made of 
existing statistics and the types of decision 
they inform. 

Statistics should meet the requirements of 
informed decision-making by government, 
public services, business, researchers and 
the public - these statistics are of use to a 
wider audience than SFRS alone. 
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What the Code says Comment 

How this requirement is taken forward will 
be set out in the Framework of Assurance.  
Currently, users are consulted and informed 
using the ScotStat system and UK wide 
engagement is through the regular Fire and 
Rescue Statistics User Group meetings.   

 

Content of the 2014-15 publication 

Through 2015 there was ongoing dialogue between the Service and Scottish 

Government around the transfer of the responsibility for the publication of the 

statistics.  The subsequent secondment of Kirsty was not secured until early 

October, making it necessary to take decisions on the scale of publications contents 

for this year.  

 

The first Fire and Rescue Statistics, Scotland managed by SFRS was published in 

15th December 2015.  To achieve that publication date the content was reduced.  In 

future years the content is expected to return to match the 2013-14 publication.   

 

A summary of the content to be included and excluded is shown in Appendix A.  Key 

statistics have been maintained, along with aspects of particular current interest.  

Scottish Government, UKSA and DCLG were consulted and content with this 

approach.  Data users were notified via the ScotStat system.   

 

The statistical report containing the commentary was published as an online bulletin 

along with datasets of tables, charts and associated policy documents covering how 

the quality assurance, disclosure and revisions of the data has been handled.  If 

resources allow, the data not included in the publication will be added to online 

datasets in early 2016.   

 

3.4  Timetable - Key dates for Fire and Rescue Statistics,  

The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Fire Safety and Organisational Statistics, 

Scotland is intended to be published in early 2016. The publication date will be 

announced as soon as it is confirmed.   
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3.5   Future Statistical Publications 

Scottish Government were involved in the pre-release activities for Fire and Rescue 

Statistics, Scotland so that they could prepare Ministers for any interest arising from 

them.  Other statistical users were notified that the publication was published via the 

ScotStats system.  A similar process will be followed for the Fire Safety and 

Organisational Statistics.  

Future Fire and Rescue Statistics, Scotland bulletins will cover the full set of data 

tables contained in previous Scottish Government publications.  

It is intended that future publications will contain similar content to the previous 

Scottish Government publications. This will require the identification of a Data 

Steering Group providing oversight and direction when required.  

 

In order to support the 2014-15 publication and the scoping exercise of future 

requirements, Scottish Government has provided transitional resourcing by way of an 

analytical secondee, initially for a period of a year.  Kirsty will produce the statistics 

and also carry out a scoping exercise of future statistical requirements and generate 

a road map describing the tasks and resources needed to build a statistical function 

within the service.  Existing analytical skills and resources within the Service will be 

assessed, identifying gaps, and proposing appropriate structures and processes that 

comply with the UKSA Code of Practice.  To become producers of official statistics 

SFRS will have to be added to a list of producers through secondary legislation and 

demonstrate compliance with the Code of Practice for Official Statistics.  

The intended outcome is that robust, independent evidence and analysis should 

underpin all SFRS work.   Further information on this task will be provided as it 

progresses.   

4 EMPLOYEE IMPLICATIONS  

4.1  Future staffing requirements will be set out in the road map to achieve a statistical 

function.  It is already clear that the SPPC Directorate does not have the current 

capacity or skills to carry out this statistical work moving forward.  To overcome this 

the Directorate is drafting a specification for a Statistical Analyst whilst in the short 

term, Scottish Government are funding an analytical secondee.  
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5  FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

5.1   Scottish Government is funding the secondment.  Implications of the full statistical 

function will be included as part of the road map.   

 

6 LEGAL IMPLICATIONS  

6.1 The Statistics and Registration Service Act 2007 says that Government Ministers can 

determine that statistics produced by a range of non-Crown bodies should be brought 

into the scope of 'Official Statistics' and come within the remit of the UK Statistics 

Authority. These bodies must be listed in secondary legislation. Scottish Government 

ministers are looking to make such legislation, which will incorporate other public 

bodies as producers of official statistics, in the coming months.  In time SFRS would 

expect to be included in this secondary legislation and become a producer of Official 

Statistics.  

 

7  EQUALITY IMPACT ASSESSMENT  

7.1 An impact assessment has been carried out on the programme of work detailed in 

this report. In summary: there are no significant equality issues arising from this 

programme of work. The reporting format and its publication method will be fully 

considered on the grounds of accessibility relating to disability as well as general 

audience consumption. 

 

 The programme of work provides an opportunity to capture, analyse and publish 

data that can be used by the SFRS to meet the General Equality Duty and Specific 

Duties. 

 

8 CONSULTATION 

8.1  None. 

 

9 CORE BRIEF 

9.1  SFRS will, for the first time, produce the 2014-15 incident statistics (Fire and Rescue 

Statistics, Scotland) on 15th December 2015.  The content of the publication and the 

publication process, including restricted access to the report prior to publication are 

reported.  Further planning around fire statistics, including scheduling the production 

of Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Fire Safety and Organisational Statistics, and 

generating a roadmap showing how the Service could become a UKSA accredited 

producer of official statistics will follow in future updates.   
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ACO ROBERT SCOTT 
DIRECTOR OF PLANNING, PERFORMANCE AND COMMUNICATIONS 
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Appendix A – Contents of the 2014-15 Fire and Rescue Statistics, 

Scotland Publication 

This table shows the content of the published 2013-14 Fire and Rescue Statistics, 

Scotland and shows which tables were produced and the levels at which they will be 

produced in the 2014-15 bulletin.  For these tables, commentary will be provided in 

the publication.  The tables that were not included in the December publication are 

also noted.   

Table content Scotland LA Rate 

Fires by type and location    population 

Casualties by location     per fire 

Casualties from accidental dwelling fires     per dwelling 

False fire alarms     population 

Malicious, good intent and  due to apparatus 
fire false alarms by location  

x x  

Special service false alarms     

Special service incidents     population 

Special service – breakdown of road traffic 
collisions & flooding 

x   

Casualties from special service incidents     

Primary fires by location of buildings     

Outdoor fires by location     

Rate of fatal and non-fatal casualties from 
primary fires per million population - Great 
Britain 

   population 

Rate of non-fatal casualties (excluding 
precautionary checks) from primary fires per 
million population - Great Britain 

x   

Rate of casualties and rescues from primary 
fires  

   population 

Fatal & non-fatal casualties from primary 
fires tabulated by  

 gender   

 age 

 cause of death 

 nature of injury 

 nature of treatments 

x x x 

Number of fire rescues  x x x 

Primary fires by location and motive of fire     population 
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Table content Scotland LA Rate 

Non-fatal casualties in dwelling fires by 
motive of fire  

   population 

Primary fires and casualties by motive     population 

Secondary fires by motive of fire     

Fires by Cause and source of ignition x x x 

Fires & casualties where impairment due to 
suspected alcohol/drugs use was a 
contributory factor 

x x x 

Fires - spread of fire, appliances attending 
and time of call-out 

x x x 

 

 


