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A Statistics Publication from the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service  

The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) today released, for the first time, the statistical bulletin Scottish 
Fire and Rescue Service Fire Safety and Organisational Statistics.  This bulletin presents the statistics on 
workforce, stations and vehicles, attacks at incidents, home fire safety visits and legislative fire safety audits in 
Scotland relating to April 2014 to March 2015. 

Figures show that:

•	 The	SFRS	carried	out	over	65,000	Home	Fire	Safety	Visits	in	2014-15,	a	decrease	of	eight	per	cent	on	the		
 previous year though higher than the three years before that.

•	 SFRS	carried	out	8,209	fire	safety	audits	in	non-domestic	properties	including	businesses,	schools	and			
 hospitals.   

•	 There	were	8,281	members	of	SFRS	staff,	including	volunteers,	a	decrease	of	203	(two	per	cent)	in	the		 	
	 year	to	March	31st	2015.

•	 This	total	consists	of	3,856	wholetime	operational	staff,	2,950	retained	duty	staff,	378	volunteers,	230		 	
	 control	staff	and	867	support	staff		The	number	of	wholetime	operational	staff	decreased	by	four	per	cent		
	 (145	staff	members)	while	the	number	of	support	staff	decreased	by	ten	per	cent	(94	staff).	

•	 Male	staff	made	up	87	per	cent	of	the	SFRS	workforce,	the	same	gender	split	as	the	last	six	years.		Around		
	 95	per	cent	of	wholetime	operational	and	retained	duty	system	staff	were	male	(3,692	and	2,778	staff		 	
	 respectively),	whereas	83	per	cent	of	control	staff	were	female	(192	staff).

•	 There	were	75	incidents	at	which	attacks	on	SFRS	personnel	occurred,	an	increase	of	six	incidents	from			
 the previous year. The number of personnel injured in attacks at incidents also increased from two to five.
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Background  

The full statistical publication is available at http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/about-us/fire-and-rescue-
statistics.aspx

This is the first year that these statistics have been produced by SFRS.  The annual Scottish Fire and Rescue 
Service Fire Safety and Organisational Statistics bulletins will be published on the SFRS website in future.  The 
statistics are no longer ‘Official Statistics’ accredited by the UK Statistics Authority, though SFRS is aiming to 
work in accordance with professional standards.  

The publication was renamed Scottish Fire and Rescue Service Fire Safety and Organisational Statistics 
in 2014, following feedback from a user consultation.  Before that it was called Fire and Rescue Services 
Statistics, Scotland.

On	the	1st	April	2013,	the	Scottish	Fire	and	Rescue	Service	(SFRS)	replaced	the	8	former	Fire	and	
Rescue Services (FRSs) of Scotland. The statistics in this publication cover the second year following the 
establishment of the SFRS. The statistics are now presented at Local Authority level, in place of former FRS 
level breakdowns. Workforce data is presented using the organisational structure of the SFRS.
 
The	publication	provides	information	on	workforce,	stations	and	appliances	as	at	31	March	each	year.	
Information on fire safety activity and attacks on SFRS personnel is presented in financial years. Respondents 
to a consultation in 2014 reported using these statistics to inform research and analysis, to report on Scotland 
and Local Authority areas, for benchmarking, performance management and for policy development and 
evaluation.

Further information on the SFRS can be found at:
http://www.firescotland.gov.uk

and 
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Justice/policies/police-fire-rescue/fire

Further information on Crime and Justice Statistics within Scotland, including previous Fire and Rescue 
Statistics, can be accessed at:
http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice

Correspondence and enquiries

For enquiries about this publication please contact: 

Kirsty Bosley
Scottish Fire and Rescue Service
Telephone:	0131	659	7247
e-mail:	SFRS.PerformanceDataServices1@firescotland.gov.uk
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