
   

   

 

WILDFIRES: PREVENTION BETTER THAN CURE 

10-11 November 2015 

Cambuslang, near Glasgow 

 

The Scottish Wildfire Forum and the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) are set to 

host a UK wildfire conference in November at their state-of-the-art training centre, at 

Cambuslang on the outskirts of Glasgow. 

The conference will bring together delegates from all parts of the UK to discuss wildfire 

issues, and it will provide an opportunity to share knowledge and experience.  A range of 

wildfire prevention concepts and techniques will be presented and discussed. 

The conference will also consider: different approaches to land management that can 

reduce the risk of damage from wildfires and research into fire management and 

prediction.  The conference will also provide an opportunity for the first joint meeting of 

the Scottish and England & Wales Wildfire Forums to take place. 

The title for the conference, ‘Wildfires: Prevention: better than Cure’, will place an 

emphasis on planning for wildfire across all sectors.  Fire and rescue services, other 

government agencies and representatives of a wide range of interest groups, and the 

owners and managers of the land all have an important part to play in preparing for 

wildfire. 

Topics will include the use of prescribed burning, grazing and cutting which can all play a 

part in reducing fuel loads and providing firebreaks to help control wildfires, reducing fire 

intensity and bringing fires within the “threshold of control”. 

The Chairman of the Scottish Wildfire Forum (SWF), Deputy Assistant Chief Officer Andy 

Coueslant, said: “We are no stranger to the effects of wildfire here in Scotland. The title 

of the conference illustrates our renewed focus on tackling the threat in advance of the 

wildfire and finding ways to make our landscapes more resilient. 

“Also, we must make sure that we can avoid or cope with the worst case scenario – the 

threat of multiple, landscape-scale, high intensity wildfires that extend over long periods 

through smouldering in organic soils. 

“In conjunction with the wide range of interests represented on the Scottish Wildfire 

Forum, we are grateful for support from our partners throughout the UK who are working 

to make this a successful conference.  It is crucial that we all work together in order to 

mitigate the threat posed to our countryside, to residents and to the economy by 

wildfire.”  

 



   

   

 

Michael Bruce Vice-Chairman of the SWF, also representing the Confederation of Forest 

Industries and Conference Chairman said: “The forest industry is extremely grateful to 

SFRS for hosting this important conference.  

He added: “Wildfire prevention is more complex than just trying to stop all fires. Elements 

of education, enforcement and prescribed burning to reduce fuel load hazards, and the 

continuity of fuels across landscapes, will be needed.” 

Simon Thorp, Vice-chairman of the England and Wales Wildfire Forum (EWWF) said: 

“Members of the EWWF look forward to joining with colleagues in Scotland, and other 

parts of the UK, in developing and running this conference. 

“Wildfire is inevitable and planning for it, before the smoke starts rising, will reduce the 

resources required to control the fire and the amount of damage it causes.” 

Professor Albert Simeoni, Head of the BRE Centre for Fire Safety Engineering at the 

University of Edinburgh said: “We are drawing together some excellent speakers from the 

International and National fire and science networks that have developed tools or 

applied successful prevention strategies in their respective countries.  

“The conference will give us a platform to share best practice and improve the approach 

to prevention throughout the UK to reduce the chances of wildfires occurring and how to 

reducing the damage they cause, when they do occur.  Academics are working with 

practitioners to achieve positive outcomes and the conference will provide an opportunity 

for everyone to catch up with current research in this area”. 

 


