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1. We believe that there is strong evidence that close working between fire 
and rescue services and emergency ambulance services can provide 
great benefit to the public. We therefore strongly encourage SFRS to 
consider how its relationship with SAS can become much closer and to 
engage with the Scottish Government and the SAS to that end. 

Existing legacy policies 
remain in place with 
regard to SFRS providing 
support to other services 
including SAS 

Discussions are 
due to take place 
between SFRS, 
the SAS, the 
Scottish 
Government and 
the FBU to 
consider the 
development of 
an MOU and 
formulate an 
emergency 
medical response 
policy 
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2. We think that if best advantage is to be delivered through a new 
working relationship between the two public services (and by that we 
mean better services to the public) then a transformational change in 
the relationship between the two organisations needs to take place. 

Regular meetings between 
Chairs and CEs to explore 
common agendas 
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3. A starting point for the SFRS should be to carry out a formal evaluation 
of the schemes at Maud and Braemar, to quantify the costs of setting up 
and managing those schemes, and the benefits that the community has 
obtained from them. 
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4. The SFRS should form a view, based on the evidence both from its own 
experience and available elsewhere, as to whether it will or will not 
expand the provision of emergency medical response by its staff. In 
doing so, we acknowledge that the SFRS will need to consider how this 
fits into its broader strategic assessment of how to provide response 
services to meet identified risks to the community. 

See 1 See1 DG  “ 
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5. We suggest that SFRS sets out a national policy for the distribution and 
use of AEDs, and that a database of the locations of the equipment and 
numbers of trained personnel is maintained and shared with the SAS. 

See 1 See1 DG  “ 

 


