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Appendix A 

THE SCOTTISH FIRE & RESCUE SERVICE 

 

ENVIRONMENTAL POLICY STATEMENT 
 

The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service in its role to serve Scottish communities will take all 
reasonable practical actions to protect the environment. 

 
The Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) recognises the environmental impact of the delivery of 
its service on Scotland’s ecosystem and the impact this has on the global environment. SFRS is 
committed to being an environmentally conscious and responsible organisation, in support of the 
Scottish Government’s commitment to increase sustainable economic growth and become a low 
carbon economy.  
 
The Fire and Rescue Framework for Scotland (2013) sets out Scottish Ministers’ expectations for 
SFRS and that of our environmental performance. SFRS will work to achieve these objectives within 
the confines of practicality that include the necessary activities and the potential associated 
environmental impacts arising from carrying out its duties under the Fire (Scotland) Act 2005. 
 
SFRS is committed to continual improvement in all aspects of service delivery, including the 
management of its environmental impact. This commitment incorporates minimising and mitigating its 
environmental impact in the delivery of its routine business and where practical, in the delivery of the 
emergency role it provides for Scotland. This policy covers employees, contractors and visitors to its 
sites and work carried out on behalf of SFRS by suppliers and others.  
 
SFRS is committed to developing an Environmental Management System (EMS) to assist with its 
commitments. The EMS will design, implement and maintain appropriate performance measures that 
are relevant, understandable, reliable and comparable to monitor the SFRS’s legal compliance and 
performance in meeting its objectives and targets. SFRS will;  

 

 Ensure legislative compliance in all statutory duties and compliance with all other legal 
requirements; 
 

 Promote the benefits of community safety in preventing incidents occurring and the 
associated environmental impacts of doing so; 

 

 Increase awareness of environmental responsibilities amongst Service staff, contractors and 
key partners; 

 

 Prevent where possible the pollution of, air, land and water from our activities; 
 

 Mitigate the Service’s impact on climate change and take steps to adapt to the impacts of a 
changing climate; 
 

 Minimise wherever possible the impact on Scotland’s natural habitat from its activities; 
 

 Improve its resource efficiency by reducing energy, fuel and water consumption and the 
subsequent CO2 emissions; 

 

 Through its corporate procurement strategy, minimise the environmental impact and carbon 
footprint of the goods, works and services it buys and uses;  
 

 Reduce to minimum practical levels its use of environmentally damaging substances, 
materials and processes; and 

 

 Minimise unnecessary waste in its operations and utilise all reasonable recycling options. 
 
All documents relating to the EMS will be available to all persons working for or on behalf of the 

Service. SFRS will report on environmental performance annually to the Board who will scrutinise its 

activities and take appropriate action where required.  


