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HM Fire Service Inspectorate 

Report to: SCOTTISH FIRE AND RESCUE SERVICE AUDIT AND RISK 
ASSURANCE COMMITTEE 

Report Number: C/ARAC/09-17 

Date: 29 MARCH 2017 

Report By: HM FIRE SERVICE INSPECTORATE  

 

Subject: ROUTINE REPORT ON HMFSI BUSINESS 

 

1 PURPOSE 

1.1 To provide the Audit and Risk Assurance Committee with a general progress report 

on HMFSI inspection and reporting activity. 

 

2 RECOMMENDATIONS 

2.1 That the Committee notes the update from HMFSI. 

 

3 ACTIVITY AND PROGRESS 

3.1 Local Area Inspections: Work Update  

3.1.1 The field work in Scottish Borders has now been completed.  Consultation was 

undertaken with the Service and the report was published on our web site on 

14 February 2017.  

3.1.2 The field work for Moray inspection has now been completed and we are drafting the 

report.  Once completed we will go into consultation with the Service on its contents.  

This will be the first Local Area Inspection report produced against the new National 

Framework.  Progress on this report has been delayed due to the need to complete 

an urgent piece of work on the migration of Inverness Control and the operation of 

Dundee Control and Support to the Highlands and Islands Area, see below. 

3.1.3 The majority of field work of the Glasgow City Inspection has concluded at this time. 

3.1.4 Planning is underway for a Local Area inspection of Highland area which will 

commence later in the year. 
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3.2 Thematic Inspection Work - Legislative Fire Safety Enforcement  

3.2.1 Further to our update given at the ARAC meeting on 11 January 2017, our thematic 

inspection on ‘Fire Safety Enforcement by the SFRS’ is drawing to its conclusion.  As 

previously advised an analysis of the data and information supplied by SFRS has 

taken place and we have raised some follow up queries with the Service.  The 

majority of our interviews with relevant Service personnel and a number of external 

stakeholders, including a small sample of dutyholders, have been completed.  Our 

experience from speaking with local enforcement staff as part of our Local Area 

Inspection programme, including most recently Glasgow City, has also been 

considered as part of this inspection. 

3.2.2 Once the drafting of our inspection report has concluded, we will discuss its 

conclusions and recommendations with the relevant SFRS personnel prior to its 

publication in earlier summer. 

 

3.3 Thematic Inspection Work - The Shared Use of Assets and Services  

3.3.1 A number of events have occurred recently that affect the direction and timing of this 

Inspection.  The SFRS Board Chairman has been reinvigorating the approach to joint 

working between the three Emergency Services; this area has also been the subject 

of a renewed focus engagement from government.   

3.3.2 It is recognised therefore, that it would be inappropriate to undertake a Thematic 

Review at this time, until the renewed Committee has had the opportunity to reset the 

Strategic direction and the objectives for the project, and make inroads into the 

programme. 

3.3.3 In light of this, the Inspecting Bodies are revaluating our approach and timing of this 

thematic inspection and will undertake a Thematic Review within this area at a later 

date.  

 

3.4  Additional Fact Finding Inspection Activity  

3.4.1 In light of press activity and correspondence received by Ministers and MSPs in 

connection with the functioning of the Dundee Control, and the support provided by 

SFRS to the legacy Highland and Islands Area, the Chief Inspector has initiated a 

self-directed fact finding inspection of this area of the Service’s activity.  The aim of 

this inspection is to independently examine the facts around the issues raised 

publically and to draw conclusions and make recommendations if appropriate.  The 

Chief Inspector hopes that this work will clarify the issues raised and help to maintain 

public confidence in the services provided locally by SFRS.   
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3.5 Business Plan 2017/18 

3.5.1 As reported at the last meeting the HMFSI’s business plan for the coming year is 

under construction and will progress to consultation shortly.  In light of the Dundee 

Control and Highland and Islands fact finding Inspection, the Chief Inspector has 

decided to delay the consultation so that any outcomes of the current work can be 

taken into consideration.  The effects of this delay will be minimal as we have been 

discussing with the Service our future area based programme for some time, so that 

there should be no surprises. 

 

 
Martyn Emberson QFSM  
HM Chief Inspector  
 

Date: 20 March 2017 


