
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Statistical Highlights 2015-16 
Fire and Rescue Statistics, Scotland, 2015-16 

Fire and Rescue Statistics, Scotland, 2015-16 presents statistics on incidents, casualties 

and fatalities attended by SFRS in Scotland relating to April 2015 to March 2016.  

 

Highlight figures show: 

All incidents 

 In 2015-16 SFRS attended a total of 88,857 incidents, an increase of 3,786 (four 

per cent) on 2014-15.   

 The increase in total incidents is partly driven by an increase in non-fire incidents.  

This is likely to be related to trials to increase the survival rate of patients who 

suffer from Out of Hospital Cardiac Arrests (OHCA).   In these trials, firefighters 

receive enhanced training in life-support, and attend incidents with the Scottish 

Ambulance Service through a joint partnership approach.  So while these 

statistics show an increase in incident numbers and fatalities, they are not a 

reflection on the performance of the fire service. 

Fires 

 In 2015-16, the SFRS attended a total of 26,613 fires, an increase of six per cent 

compared to 2014-15.  The ten year trend shows that the total number of fires 

attended was 45 per cent less than that of 2006-07. 

 The number of primary fires (more serious fires that harm people or cause financial 

loss to property) in 2015-16 increased by three per cent to 11,005 compared to the 

previous year.    

 The rate of primary fires per million population in Scotland in 2015-16 was 2,048 

fires per million population, higher than that in England and Wales (1,339 and 1,510 

respectively).   



Casualties 

 In 2015-16 there were 45 fatal casualties from fires in Scotland (provisional 

figures), an increase of four on the 2014-15 figure of 41.  Six of the fire fatalities 

were deemed, by fire investigations, to be suicides. 

 There were 1,256 non-fatal fire casualties in 2015-16, an increase of 14 per cent 

compared to 2014-15.   

Non-fire incidents 

 There were a total of 12,832 non-fire incidents attended by the SFRS in 2015-16, 

an increase of 19 per cent from 2014-15 (2,089 incidents).   

 This increase includes a 40 per cent increase in “Medical Incident: Co-responder/ 

First responder” incidents (from 374 to 523) and a 55 per cent increase in “Assist 

other agencies” (from 774 to 1,203 incidents).  These figures are likely to be the 

result of collaborative partnership working with the ambulance service in the Out of 

Hospital Cardiac Arrest trial.   

 The category of “Effecting entry or exit” also increased by 40 per cent (from 1,782 

to 2,487).  This increase may also be related to the OHCA trial where crews may 

have been mobilised to aid other agencies in accessing medical emergencies.   

False alarms 

 In 2015-16, SFRS attended 49,412 false alarms, accounting for 56 per cent of all 

incidents attended, more than any other incident type.  There were 109 more false 

alarms attended in 2015-16 than in 2014-15, a 0.2 per cent increase. 

 

  



Background 

 

The full statistical publication is available at http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/about-us/fire-and-

rescue-statistics.aspx 

 

This is the second year of statistics that have been produced by SFRS.  The statistics are no 

longer ‘National Statistics’ accredited by the UK Statistics Authority, though SFRS is aiming 

to work in accordance with professional standards.   

 

The publication was renamed Fire and Rescue Statistics, Scotland in 2014, following 

feedback from a user consultation.  Before that it was called Fire Statistics Scotland. 

 

On the 1st April 2013, the Scottish Fire and Rescue Service (SFRS) replaced the eight 

former fire and rescue services (FRSs) in Scotland.  This bulletin is the third to contain 

statistics about the single SFRS.  The statistics since 2013-14 have included statistics at 

local authority level, in place of former FRS level breakdowns.   

 

This bulletin is the primary source of information relating to all incidents attended by the 

SFRS.  The statistics inform National Outcome 9 – ‘we live our lives safe from crime, 

disorder and danger’ and National Outcome 11 - ‘we have strong, resilient and supportive 

communities where people take responsibility for their own actions and how they affect 

others’.  The bulletin is used by a wide range of users and stakeholders to monitor trends 

and develop evidence-based research and policy.  The information supplied for 2015-16 is 

based on provisional data which may be revised subject to the SFRS revisions policy.   

 

Dwellings are buildings occupied by households, excluding hotels, hostels and residential 

institutions. The definition as used here includes mobile homes. 

 

Non-fire incidents (formerly ‘Special service’ incidents) include such categories as road 

traffic collisions, flooding and assisting other agencies.  Non-fire incident data was not 

collected nationally before the introduction of the electronic Incident Recording System 

(IRS), so analysis is only possible for 2009-10 onwards.  

 

Secondary fires are those fires that do not involve people or have a financial loss.  They are 

mostly outdoor fires, though they include derelict buildings.  They become primary fires if 

they involve casualties or rescues, or were attended by five or more appliances.  

 

Further information on the SFRS can be found at: 

http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/  

 

Further information on Fire Investigations conducted by SFRS can be found at: 

http://www.firescotland.gov.uk/media/831539/22_150730b.pp.01_15fatalfiresanalysis.pdf 

 

Further information on Crime and Justice Statistics within Scotland, including Fire and 

Rescue Statistics prior to 2014-15, can be accessed at: 

http://www.scotland.gov.uk/Topics/Statistics/Browse/Crime-Justice. 

 

For enquiries about this publication please contact: 

SFRS.PerformanceDataServices1@firescotland.gov.uk 
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